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Mr. Ernest C. Baynard, III
Assistant Secretary
Envirorment, Safety and Health
Department of Energy

1000 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Baynard:

I am writing to ask for vour heln with a potential public health
problem caused by the federal government.

Broomfield's Great Western Reservoir is located downstream from
the Department of Energy's Rocky Flats Plant. The reservoir has
been contaminated by the plant and further contamination is llkel/
to occur in the future. Broomfield's plan to expand its reservoir
to serve the needs of its population are threatened.

People in our country demand not just clean water, but water of
"unguestionably” high quality. This is reflected in a number of
new drinking water regulations and in tightening of existing
regulations. Broomfield can meet these regulations, but may never
have water of "unquestionably" high gquality, solelv because of its
proximity to Rocky Flats.

Rocky Flats Plant is an aging, deteriorating facility. There is
not enough emphasis on safety at the plant. Equipment failures
and human errors happen with disturbing regularitv. The recent
release of chromium into the Walnut Creek holding ponds is one
more 1instance where human error ané plant deficiencies have
combined to alarm the public. The City of Broomfield currently
spends 2,000 man hours/year and significant sums on Rocky Flats
monltor;ng .

The current situation is wuntenable. Many Broomfield residents
lack confidence in the public drinking water. Our City Council
has grave concerns about the potential for irreversible damage.
The City does not object to the operation of the Rocky Flats
Plant, but it must operate safely and it must not contaminate the
drinking water.

The attached fact sheet contalns some background information you

may find useful. ADMIN RECORD
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Here is what we are seeking:
1. Removal of existing plutonium contamination.

2. A diversion project to channel all Rocky Flats run-off
around the reservoir.

3. Interceptlon and treatment of all ground water from the
site.

4. In the alternative, a new reservoir in a safer location.

Please understand that we cannot afford to wait until someone
dies, or until the reservoir is irreversibly damaged. 1In the long
run, we will all be held responsible if available solutions are
not implemented.

We would greatly appreciate any help vou can give us, particularly
in securing the funding to make the Rocky Flats plant safe.

Very tru’y yours,

//
Mat hew 6{/ /7747

Lasse*
CltY Attorney

cc: Albert E. Whiteman, Area Manacer
Rocky Flats Area Office

Dominick Sanchini, President
Rocky Flats Plant
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Mr. Troy E. Wade, II

Acting Assistant Secretary
for Defense Programs

Department of Energy

1000 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Wade:

I am writing to ask for vour help with a potential public health
procblem caused by the federal government.

Broomfield's Great Western Reservoir is located downstream from
the Department of Energv's Rockv Flats Plant. The reservoir has
been contaminated by the plant and further contamination is likely
to occur in the future. Broomfield's plan to expand its reservoir
to serve the needs of its population are threatened.

People in our country demand not just clean water, but water of
"unguestionably" high gquality. This is reflected in a number of
new drinking water regulations and in tightening of existing
regulations. Broomfield can meet these regulations, but may never
have watar of "uncuesticnablv" hich qualitv, solely because of its
proximity to Rocky Flats.

Rocky Fla ing, deteriorating facility. There is
not encugh emghasis con safety at the plant. ZEcquipment failures
and human errors hapren with disturbing regularity. The recent
release of chromium into the Walnut Creek holding ponds is one
more instance where human error anéd plant deficiencies have
combined to alarm the public. The City of Broomfield currently
spends 2,000 man hours/year and significant sums on Rocky Flats
monitoring.
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The current situaticn is untenable., Many Broomfield residents
lack confidence in the public drinking water. Our City Council
has grave concerns about the potential for irreversible damage.
The City does not object to the operation of the Rocky Flats
Plant, but it must operate safely and it must not contaminate the
drinking water.

The attached fact sheet contains some backgrouné information vou
may find useful,
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Here is what we are seeking:
1. Removal of existing plutonium contamination.

2. A diversion project to channel all Rochky Flats run-off
around the reservoir.

3. Interception and treatment of all ground water from the
site.
4, In the alternative, a new reservoir in a safer location.

Please understand that we cannot afford to wait until someone
dies, or until the reservoir is irreversibly damaged. In the long
run, we will all be held responsible if available solutions are
not implemented.

We would greatly appreciate any help you can give us, particularly
in securing the funding to make the Rocky Flats plant safe.

Very truly yours,
7 g ,/7 // y
epg e R

Matthew D, Llasser
City Attorneyv '

cc: Albert E. Whiteman, Area Manager
Rocky Flats Area Office

Dominick Sanchini, President
Rocky Flats Plant




